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There have been many stories about heroes and survivors who inspired us with their courage
during history’s darkest hours. And there have been many stories that tell a life beginning in
poverty yet ending in matenal success - the proverbial rags to riches’. But there are no stories
that combine these two as dramatically as the life of Alex Kaufman.

Kaufman is a Holocaust surviver who became one of America's wealthiest men through his
personal vision and sheer hard work. He is now a philanthropic, Harley-riding, bon vivant who is
preparing for the most rewarding part of his life -- establishing a program for young
entrepreneurs at the Aspen Institute of Colorado, using his life lessons as a guide to fulfilling
their dreams under the most demanding of circumstances.
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Alex Kaufman had it all as a young man. He was bomn into a professional, wellto-do family in Lwow, Poland, and had the advantages
of an educated, cultured environment. However, their city came under both Soviet and Mazi rule during World War 11, and in 1941, the
entire family was taken to a concentration camp in Poland, where they were all separated and Kaufman experienced what no child
should ever go through: He was never to see his family members again or gain any clesure on what had happened to them besides
learning they were all killed.

As a strong young man of 17, Kaufman was put to work pounding spikes on tracks for new railroads. Alone and isolated, he
witnessed what grown ups of any age could never bear, let alone a child can ever understand: the massacre of humans that can
never be explained, much less justified. Inhenting a quick mind and an educated intelligence he concluded that the only escape from
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this man made hell was Escape. ?E:B:'-:f fjd/ﬁ-mr}' el
He jumped on a slow moving train that rolled through the area. He survived being shot by the Mazi's in the foot only to enter another Supporting Causes Since 2006.
nightmare of spending the next four years hiding in a dense forest. Occasionally working for local farmers to eamn encugh food to

survive and frequently sleeping in snow banks in the bitter winter cold, it was a miracle he survived all by himself.

"Pecple ask me how | survived those brutal winters all alene in the forest,” Kaufman says. "It was a combination of my desire to Worth a Thousand Words

prove the Mazi's wrong, the desire to see my family again (unbeknownst to him at the time they were all killed), and my basic will to
live. | had to leamn to ignore pain.”

Moving Bevond The Pain to Create His Own Future

After the war ended, Kaufman began to search for his family. Unable to find any trace or record of them, he realized that he was now

completely on his own. "l was alene, but alive,” Kaufman says, "and | decided | needed to create a future for myself, rather than live
in the past.”

Taking advantage of a free education policy offered in Germany after the war, Kaufman enrclled at Stuttgart University, and made
plans to create a future for himself in America. He got his papers together and booked passage on a boat headed for New York,
arriving in February of 1350 with a single quarter hidden in his shoe. In short order, he began cleaning
lab ware for a company called Hatco Chemical, where he was quickly promoted to lab technician. He
leamed the business, worked hard, and quickly moved up through the ranks. His plans were always
built arcund the Big Picture. "l always had a dream of being successful, but you have to start with a
vision for yourself. | was determined to get to a point where | could run things my way," Kaufman says.

At The Dump Off To

In 1959, Hatco was sold to W.R. Grace, and Kaufman formed a friendship with Peter Grace, the CEO o chaw sile ke ooy 1o Workers in the Steung Meanc!
of the ownership company, who also became his mentor. "If there is one persoen in my life who inspired clables._ {c) Theresa Ke'?:-nedy including scores of young ch
me, it.is F‘E-t.er"Grace. He taught me the business and allowed me to realize what | could achieve if | set il Vaices: The Siories of ek 0 emiire ) Thene
my mind to it,” Kaufman says. " by Heather E. Connell. making of “Small Voices: T
Alex in his Children” by He

earlier years.

Entrepreneurial Courage, Daring And A Vision Of Success Become a Part of (it)

In 1962 Kaufman was promoted to president of the Hatco division. In 12 years he had gone from dishwasher to running the
company. He then began acquiring other companies who he partnered with using commen sense and business instincts, expanding
Hatco from a small local company to a multi-million dollar, global operation.

Sign up for our newsletter today to receive
action alerts, VIP invites and more.

Eventually Kaufman made an offer to raise encugh money to buy Hatco from the parent company. First Name
With that move, the Kaufman Holding Corporation was born. Over the next few years, Hatco, which
expanded to 300 employees, developed innovative specialty products and chemicals for the food,
cosmetic, medical, aviation, and industrial markets utilizing the genius of Kaufman.

"As proud as | was of our success in the market, it was also very important to me that | was able to Enter Your Email -
create jobs for people and help their children get through college,” he says. "Education was always
very important to me,” says Kaufman remembering his European background. At Hatco, he had hit
upon a winning formula: creating a team of employees who were loyal to the company and proud of
i o Slihan b their work, as well as innovating products that greatly enhanced a new generation of consumer and

Phato: Adrienme Papp industrial novelties and products. Kaufman became the supplier of engine lubrication to 750 airlines
worldwide, developed NutraSweet, acquired Jones of New York, a famous fashion house, and
expanded his business into many other creative products and services.

Mamed Entrepreneur of the Year for the state of New Jersey in 1998, Alex had risen quickly, and was successful beyond his own
expectations. But he also believed in giving back, feeling a debt to the country that had taken him in. "I believe in being generous
and trying to make the world a better place,” he says. "l initially got involved with an crganization called Seeds of Peace, which
brings in children from various regions in conflict to a camp in Maine to leamn how to resclve conflicts.” He also became invelved at
the political level, assisting with various charities, the state of |srael, and was present when Yassar Arafat shook hands with Yitzhak
Habin in Washington DC. His political invelvement expanded to include relationships with the White House, former President Bill

Clinten and the henorable Queen Meor of Jordan. Leam About Volunteer Opportunities

An Inspiration To Youth And Enlightened Leaders

If you'd like to become part of a community of like-minded

More recently, Alex Kaufman has divested himself of much of his corporate holdings and now resides in Aspen, where he is an individuals who share their rescurces, skills and abilities in the
active contributor to the Aspen Institute, an international nonprofit organization dedic ated to fostering enlightened leadership and pursuit of a better world, JOIN US!
open-minded dialogues. He also established The Kaufman Theater, home of aspiring, young artists, and recently donated a large

; Feed YOUR passion and purpose. We're hiring volunteer
sum of money to medical research.

editors, writers, producers, marketers, media planners,
coordinators, event planners, fundraisers, social media and
SEOQ experts, and maore.

In a booklet titled "A Letter to my Grandchildren” he describes his life and lists some of the principles he has leamed:

- Developing a good name through honesty.
It lifted me from washing lab dishes

: : : HELP, INSPIRE AND BE INSPIRED. JOIN US NOW! —
in America to running a great company.

- Education.
Combining a good educ ation with hard work
is the path to success.

- Entrepreneurship.
Learn what you can from others, and then
strike out on your own.

- Support Your Country.

Help keep America great by supporting
good people who run for office. Tell them
when they are right. More importantly,
tell them when they are wrong.

- Have fun.
Hard work needs balance.

Good advice from a man who has a passion for tennis and skiing, an eye for beauty, rides Harleys in his eighties, and has a warm,
ever youthful, mischievous twinkle in his eyes with a smile that lights up the room.

"It's important to me now to pass along what | have leamed,” says Kaufman. "My life is
a testimony to the fact that if you believe it, you can achieve it. | have come through
some of the worst circumstances that a person can live through, but | was able to do it
by keeping a strong will first to survive and then to succeed. | always had a vision of
what my life could be.” That life imagined in the fast lane is what Alex Kaufman has
earmned to live. And he did that by having nobody else but himself to rely on in the direst
of circumstances. And, when it comes to the matters of the heart: complete emotional
fulfillment comes to those who can give and receive love and caring equally. Well
known by those practicing it. Well known by Alex Kaufman.
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Alex Kaufman Skiing in Aspen, CO.
Courtesy A. Papp

Devoting his efforts to helping others through the Aspen Institute,

his hope is that as many people as possible can leam to be successful through hard work and belief in
themselves. Alex Kaufman wakes up every moming at his home excited by the view of the mountains
outside his window. They represent accomplishments, opportunities and a mysterious simplicity. Now, with
his burgeoning institute for entrepreneurs taking shape, his plan is that, as he says in his message to his
grandc hildren, he can "live long enough to see all of us succeed in this wonderful country of endless
opportunities.”

Alex and the author
go for a spin.
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Other Ways You Can Get Involved
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About the Author

Adrienne Papp|  Adrienne Papp is a writer, editor, internationally-known journalist and the principal behind Mew York-based Atlantic
Fublicity, which specializes in the promotion of personalities and new ideas. Her expertise ranges from covering
high profile entertainment events like the Academy Awards, and the Sundance, Cannes and Hungarian Film

Festivals, to an involvement with socially proactive organizations like The Aspen Institute, the Christian Children's Fund and the

World Wildlife Foundation, to name a few of the organizations she supports.
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Join Us in the Media Room Your Voice Heard Here!
Get the popcom ready! Soon you'll be exposed to more @
exclusive, original and re-purposed video and still picture
stories presented here especially for you to enhance your More Polls, Surveys, And Voting Coming Soon!
hero's journey into making a difference. Get The Word Out! Tell A Friend About Us!
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Board and Advisory Member Spotlight Follow Us & Spread the Word

Charles Kennedy has served asa
CCC Board Member for 3 years. We _ 7
4 are grateful for his service and f , in
—v &

pleased to have him now on our
Board of Advisory. He has a few
other exciting switches going on in
= his life too. He moves from the left
' coast to the right coast (LA to NYC) Sign Up For Our Newsletter
and leaves his position as SVP
Research, for the ABC Television Enter Your Email
Network/ Disney Media to become Executive VP Research and
Insights for NBC/Universal Cable Entertainment. Charles'
leadership at (it) magazine has bronght us invalunable insights
on what media consumers are doing and what they are Help deliver more solutions to more
thinking and feeling. His efforts with us have helped to people ready to take action!
support our research activities, brand and content
development, and support for our sales, fundraising, MAKE A DONATION
marketing and parinering sirategies. He provides insighis
regarding cross-platform consumer behavior research and
additional digital, advertising and markefing initiatives. A
graduate of Mary Washingion College, Mr. Kennedy is now Become a Featured Blogger/ Writer
based out of NYC and has two college-aged children. We look
forward to his return to LA from time to time for (it) CONTRIBUTE A STORY
magazine functions and surf sessions in Santa Monica, CA.
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